A Stone of Remembrance
for the Roeselare Communal Cemetery

(of hoe de Britten het gravelangrijkervinden dan
levensbeschouwelijke gelijkheid)

Op de Oude Begraafplaats vaneRelare bevindt zich een Brits oorlogskerkhof.
Daarop bevindt zich eeOQ KNA a1 St A2]1] BONRAN ASSYI gRSIARNDE FO8 &
zoals op de grotere Briste oorlogskerkhoven.

Volgens ons is dgelijke behandeling van alle levensbeschouwingserhter een voorwaardeom tot
blijvende vrede te komen, watizA § IS RNHzl 0 {1 Fy 62NRSY RKRSYONItF QL
plaatsen

We stelden dit voor aan de beheerder van het kerkhof, @&/GC Gommonwealth War Graves
Commissioj
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To theDirector GeneralCWGQrs. Wallace
Ghent, 129-2017

DearMrs Wallace

In May 2018our schoolwill organize in collaboration with the city library Arhua visual exhibition at
the Roeselare Communal Cemetgentitledd ¢ 2 ¢  NRa t S NiSid SigndoststdS | O S

Our point of departure is that most ofvar art shows the horror of war, emphasizing the need fo
peacekeeping. Remembrancenghout any doubtmeaningful and necessary, but only commemorating
andexpressing peacekeeping wishes is not enough (as the French philosopher Alain Bad®audin
his bookThe(20™) Century éContrary to what is often saidyvoidingrepetition comes from thinking and
not from memor¥). It is necessary to think aboutolw future wars can be avoidedvhich meansto
think about the root causes of wam order to establishpeacesetting political structures, but alsio
order to reflect onchange inour ideologies and our wayof life necessaryto bring perpetual peace
closer.In the exhibition we want tehowa variety oftartistic sigpostst to this purpose

At the Roeselare Communal Cemetettye CWGC manages a BritMiitary Gemetery. At this cemetery
there are less than 1,00@en buried, sdhere is aCross of Saifice, butno Stone of Remembrance

As an artistic intervention, we propose that theVGCstill erectsa Stone of Remembrance at the British
Military Cemetery in Roeselare.

We believe that one of the conditions for pe&eepinglies in the acceptance of philosophical diversity

and in avoiding any discrimination based on religion and philosophy of life. We think this statement

requires little argumentation especially not for the CWGC, whossurth of { K SCominissiof &

principleg reads There should be no distinction made on account of military or civil rank, race or cregd.

The decisiontoere@ yt &8 | OKNRAGAlI Y && Yo 2 {maggunderstéhdableiny |
the context of 1918, buseems to us no longer defendabieour globalized world of 2018.

We think thaterectinga neutral Stone of Reembrance at each cemetery wouktronglyexpress tle
necessity ofealreligious and philosophical neutralitgnd could stimulatethe visitors of the cemeteries
to reflect onthe relationship between peace and acceptance ofellgions and philosophies of life.

We realize thakerecting a3one at each cemetery may not be practically feasibtectingsuch a Stone
at the RoeselareCommunalCemetery, as part of our exhibitiomould in any case contain a strong
statement.

Is theCommonwealth War Graves Commissiating to respond to our proposal?

With kind regards,

Paul Gordyn
teacher ofMSKA Roeselai&rammar School of the Flemish Community)

Address: Guldenspoorstraat 25
B-9000 Gent
Bdgium

email: paul.gordyn@skynet.be



mailto:paul.gordyn@skynet.be

We ontvingereen negatiefantwoord:




We stelden een alternatief vooB S Sy S OK G S Sara (NZ yfeakEFfotdNad/ah:
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To Mrs Liz Sweetarea director CWGW®@/estern Europe Area
Ghent, 229-2017

DearMrs Sweet,

In May 2018our schoolwill organize in collaboration with the city library Arhua visual exhibition at
the Roeselare Communal Cemet&ry Sy G A i f SR d ¢ 2 ¢ +ANIFRASighpSIk1DdS i dzl f

As an artistic intervention, we propoden a letter toDirector GeneraCWGC Mrs Walladbat the
CQWGC would erec Stone of Remembrance at the BritMdlilitary Cemetery in Roeselare.
You carfind our proposal and its argumentation in the attached copy of that letter.

a NA
odzi N
{ KS |
L ¢ 2 dz

flr0S glra a2 (1AYyR G2 3AAGS dza | 1jdzA O |
NBG GKA&a Aa y2G a2YSGKAy3 ¢S O2dzx R I3
G &
0

;U(&’)_
;U(Q(LU""

S ANI 0STFdzAf AF &2dz g2dzZ R Syadza2NE @&2dz
We take the liberty of making a new proposal.

Would the CWGC give permission for shovigrgporarily, during the period of the exhibitiora replica
of a Stone of Remembrance (for instance a real size photo) on the Military Cemetery?

Given the temporary and contextual nature of such an installatiwwe, dare to suggest that the

I NBdzYSyda F2NJ NS2SOGAy3a 2dzNJ FANBRO LINRBLRAlFT o
GOKIFyYy3aAy3a (KS KAAUG2NARO yIGdzZNBE yR RS&aA3yweight

againstour originalargument, being the utmost importance of making the public aware of the necess
of avoiding any discrimination based on religion and philosophy of f{dethe sake of peace keeping.

Convinced that giving permission for our project would increase #mual relevance of
GCommemorating the falleh 5 YLK & A &Ay 3 &Sl dzk £ A & &nissiord so woh&erfully2
accomplished the CWGC, we are looking forward for your réglygf expectance

Yours sincerely,

Paul Gordyn
teacher of MSKRoeselare (Grammar School of the Flemish Community)

Address: Guldenspoorstraat 25
B-9000 Gent
Belgium

email: paul.gordyn@skynet.be

evpladningrto wse any part of the Military cemetery as part of your visual exhibitid
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We ontvingereenantwoord, met het verzoek om een standaard formulier in te vullen

Onderwerp:  Re: project on Roeselare Communal Cemetery

Alinea v | Calibri v b A A A AA

EADEE

@

Op 25-9-2017 om 9:40 schreef Louise Dujardin:

Dear Mr. Gordyn

Thank you for your e-mail requesting our participation with your exhibition at Roeselare Communal Cemetery.
To be able to take your request in consideration we wish some more information about the event.

In general, all organisations that organise events taking place on our site are asked to fill out the event form attached. This helps us understanding the scale of the event and also gives an overview of some guidelines concerning the use of the cemetery as the
event location.

It would be very helpful for our Director General Mrs Victoria Wallace if you could fill out the event form and send back to me.
Also, how long would the exhibition be held?

Thank you in advance.

Kind regards

Louise

Lnuise Dujardin
Communications coordinator

Commonwealth War Graves Commission
Elverdingestraat 82, , leper, B-8500, Belgium
Tel: 432 57223636 | Ext: 4751 | Direct: +32 57224751 | Website: www.cwgc.org

CWGC

Carrmsimath Wie Grinsi Comm i




an

[(Wg]

=l

10

11.

CWGC

Comnmonseadth War Graves Commissicn

Event Planning Form

Title of Event: 10Wards Perpetual Peace - an Artistic Signpost

Date of Event: 10 5 may to ISj”"EEUH Approx. Sart Time: 00:00 O am © pm

Approx. Fimish Time: 00:00 Cam O pm

Commission site|s]: Boeselare Communal Cemetery

Positiom within site |if applicable):

Format of Event: install & live size photo of 2 Stone of reme mbrgp

|'r ] Wy Eih |.IJ_,-||'I!,|I_ COAMEMOnAE Y Serac e, #TL .,I

Expected Number of Attendees: &verage of 25 persons a day | ¢)

VIP Attendance (L} Yes (=) no
It wes please provide details below

On the opening night local politicians (e.g. the mayor) will be invited.
The opening event itself will MOT be held on the CWGC site.

Will your event be open to the general public to attend ? ¥es - Open to all

Do you intend to bring any eguipment or materials with you as part of the event?

O Yes = No

It yes please provide details. fe.g. Sowund System |

Do you intend to film your event? O Yes () No

Do you have any Spedal Reguirements? O Yes ) Mo
It wes please provide details:

Mamie of Lead Organiser: M5EA Roeselare (grammear school of the Flemish Community)

Host Organisation:

Contact Details: paul.gordyni@skynet.be

Faul Gordyn, Guldenspoorstraat 25 F, B-9000 Gent
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CWGC

Commanwealth War Graves Commission

Website

Would you like your event publidsed on the Commission’s website and media platforms?

(%) Yes O No

It yes, please provide description of event in English for use on our website,

In May- June 2018 the Roeselare Communal Cemetery hosts the exhibition "Toward
Ferpetual Peace - Artistic Signposts”.

Beinga cemetery with less than 1.000 graves the CWGEC site on the Roeselare
Communal Cemetery has & Cross of 5acrifice, but no Stone of Remembrance,

A5 part of the eshibition 2 life size photo of & Stone of Rememkbrance will be shown,

Contact details and/or web address for public enguires.




We ontvingereenantwoord met verzoek om meer info

Onderwerp:  Ret completion event planning form
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Op 9-10-2017 om 15:42 schreef Louise Dujardin:

Dear Mr. Gordyn
Thank you for all the information.

We would very much like to know the exact location of where the photo would be place.
And also how exactly it would be placed (equipment use? Fixation onto the ground?)

Kind regards
Louise

From: Paul Gordyn [mailto:paul.gordyn@skynet.be]
Sent: maandag 2 oktober 2017 21:43

To: Louise Dujardin <louise.dujardin@cwgc.org>
Subject: completion event planning form

Dear Mrs. Duyjardin,
I suppose you've received by now our "event planning form" by post.
Points 4 and 12 are not printed completely, so I send the completion:
¢ point 4 reads: temporary installation of a life size photo of a Stone of Remembrance, as part of the exhibition “Toward Perpetual Peace — Artistic Signposts” held on the Communal Cemetery

e point 12 reads: In May- June 2018 the Roeselare Communal Cemetery hosts the exhibition “Toward Perpetual Peace — Artistic Signposts”. Being a cemetery with less than 1.000 graves the CWGC site on the Roeselare
Communal Cemetery has a Cross of Sacrifice, but no Stone of Remembrance. As part of the exhibition a life size photo of a Stone of Remembrance will be shown, stressing the importance of religious and philosophical
tolerance for the peace keeping process and highlighting the CWGC’s concern for “equality as the core ideology”, as expressed in the fourth of the “Commission’s principles”: There should be ne distinction made on
account of military or civil rank, race or creed.

Kind regards, Paul Gordyn.




We antwoordden als volgt:

Van paul.gordyn@skynet.be >> Paul Gordyn 4 Beantwoorden = Doorsturen 3 Archiveren ) Ongewenst @-‘u’erwijderen
Ondenverp Re: completion event planning form

Aan Louise Dujardin <louise.dujardin@cwgc.org>

[@ Om uw privacy te beschermen, heeft Thunderbird externe inhoud in dit bericht geblokkeerd. Opti

Dear Mrs. Dujardin,
You can find a proposal for the location and construction in the attached document.

If there are objections to this proposal, please let us know so that we can look for an alternative.

Kind regards,

Paul Gordyn.
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