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A Stone of Remembrance 
for the  Roeselare Communal Cemetery 

 
(of hoe de Britten het gras belangrijker vinden dan 

levensbeschouwelijke gelijkheid) 
 
 

 
 
 
Op de Oude Begraafplaats van Roeselare bevindt zich een Brits oorlogskerkhof.  
Daarop bevindt zich een ŎƘǊƛǎǘŜƭƛƧƪ άŎǊƻǎǎ ƻŦ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜέΣ ƳŀŀǊ ƎŜŜƴ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭŜ άǎǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƳemōǊŀƴŎŜέ 
zoals op de grotere Briste oorlogskerkhoven. 
 
Volgens ons is de gelijke behandeling van alle levensbeschouwingen echter een voorwaarde om tot 
blijvende vrede te komen, wat ǳƛǘƎŜŘǊǳƪǘ ƪŀƴ ǿƻǊŘŜƴ ŘƻƻǊ ŀƭǎƴƻƎ ŜŜƴ άǎǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜέ te 
plaatsen.  
 
We stelden dit voor aan de beheerder van het kerkhof, de CWGC (Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission):  
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To the Director General  CWGC Mrs. Wallace 
Ghent, 12-9-2017 
 
Dear Mrs Wallace, 
 
In May 2018 our school will organize, in collaboration with the city library Arhus, a visual exhibition at 
the Roeselare Communal Cemetery , entitled ά¢ƻǿŀǊŘǎ tŜǊǇŜǘǳŀƭ tŜŀŎŜ - Artistic SignpostsέΦ 
 

Our point of departure is that most of war art shows the horror of war, emphasizing the need for 
peacekeeping. Remembrance is without any doubt meaningful and necessary, but only commemorating 
and expressing peacekeeping wishes is not enough (as the French philosopher Alain Badiou points out in 
his book The (20th) Century: άContrary to what is often said, avoiding repetition comes from thinking and 
not from memoryέ). It is necessary to think about how future wars can be avoided, which means to 
think about the root causes of war, in order to establish peace-setting political structures, but also in 
order to reflect on changes in our ideologies and our ways of life necessary to bring perpetual peace 
closer. In the exhibition we want to show a variety of άartistic signpostsέ to this purpose. 
 

At the Roeselare Communal Cemetery, the CWGC manages a British Military Cemetery. At this cemetery 
there are less than 1,000 men buried, so there is a Cross of Sacrifice, but no Stone of Remembrance.  
 

As an artistic intervention, we propose that the CWGC still erects a Stone of Remembrance at the British 
Military Cemetery in Roeselare. 
 

We believe that one of the conditions for peacekeeping lies in the acceptance of philosophical diversity 
and in avoiding any discrimination based on religion and philosophy of life. We think this statement 
requires little argumentation, especially not for the CWGC, whose fourth of ǘƘŜ άCommissionΩǎ 
principlesέ reads: There should be no distinction made on account of military or civil rank, race or creed. 
The decision to erect ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŎƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άǎƳŀƭƭŜǊέ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊƛŜǎ ƛǎ maybe understandable in 
the context of 1918, but seems to us no longer defendable in our globalized world of 2018. 
 

We think that erecting a neutral Stone of Remembrance at each cemetery would strongly express the 
necessity of real religious and philosophical neutrality, and could stimulate the visitors of the cemeteries 
to reflect on the relationship between peace and acceptance of all religions and philosophies of life. 
We realize that erecting a Stone at each cemetery may not be practically feasible. Erecting such a Stone 
at the Roeselare Communal Cemetery, as part of our exhibition, would in any case contain a strong 
statement. 
 

Is the Commonwealth War Graves Commission willing to respond to our proposal?  
 
With kind regards, 
 
 

 
Paul Gordyn 
teacher of MSKA Roeselare (Grammar School of the Flemish Community) 
 

Address: Guldenspoorstraat 25 
B-9000 Gent 
Belgium 

 

email:  paul.gordyn@skynet.be 

mailto:paul.gordyn@skynet.be
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We ontvingen een negatief antwoord: 
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We stelden een alternatief voor: ƎŜŜƴ ŜŎƘǘŜ άǎǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜέ, maar een foto ervan: 
 

 

              
 

To Mrs Liz Sweet ς area director CWGC Western Europe Area 
Ghent, 22-9-2017 
 
Dear Mrs Sweet, 
 
 
In May 2018 our school will organize, in collaboration with the city library Arhus, a visual exhibition at 
the Roeselare Communal Cemetery Σ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά¢ƻǿŀǊŘǎ tŜǊǇŜǘǳŀƭ tŜŀŎŜ - Artistic SignpostsέΦ 
 
 

As an artistic intervention, we proposed in a letter to Director General CWGC Mrs Wallace that the 
CWGC would erect a Stone of Remembrance at the British Military Cemetery in Roeselare. 
You can find our proposal and its argumentation in the attached copy of that letter. 
 
aǊǎ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƪƛƴŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǊŜǇƭȅΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎΥ άL ǿƛǎƘ ȅƻǳ ƭǳŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ 
ōǳǘ ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƻέΦ  
{ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΥ άLŦ ȅou are planning to use any part of the Military cemetery as part of your visual exhibition, 
L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƪŜŜǇ [ƛȊ {ǿŜŜǘΣ ƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ ŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀƴǎέΦ 
 
We take the liberty of making a new proposal.  
 
Would the CWGC give permission for showing temporarily, during the period of the exhibition, a replica 
of a Stone of Remembrance (for instance a real size photo) on the Military Cemetery? 
 
 

Given the temporary and contextual nature of such an installation, we dare to suggest that the 
ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ όǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ άƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘέ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ 
άŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜέύ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΣ ƻǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ weigh 
against our original argument, being the utmost importance of making the public aware of the necessity 
of avoiding any discrimination based on religion and philosophy of life,  for the sake of peace keeping. 
 
Convinced that giving permission for our project would increase the actual relevance of 
άCommemorating the fallenέΣ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎƛƴƎ άŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎȅέΣ a mission so wonderfully 
accomplished the CWGC, we are looking forward for your reply, full of expectance. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Paul Gordyn 
teacher of MSKA Roeselare (Grammar School of the Flemish Community) 
 

Address: Guldenspoorstraat 25 
B-9000 Gent 
Belgium 

 

email:  paul.gordyn@skynet.be
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We ontvingen een antwoord, met het verzoek om een standaard formulier in te vullen: 
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²Ŝ ǾǳƭŘŜƴΣ Ȋƻŀƭǎ ƎŜǾǊŀŀƎŘΣ ƘŜǘ άŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊƳέ ƛƴ: 
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We ontvingen een antwoord met verzoek om meer info: 
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We antwoordden als volgt: 
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